Darwin City Council and Kulaluk Lease Area Nomination to Heritage Council 2016
Recent research indicates that racial discrimination has a measurable negative effect on economic productivity. Nowhere is this more obvious than in the City of Darwin where the visibility of homeless people and their outsider status reflects badly on the city, with a flow-on effect on law and order resources, mental health, tourism and business in general.

Similarly, at the Darwin City Council forum and Council meeting on March 29th this year, the Gay and Lesbian (GLBTIQ) community made a heart-felt submission asking the council to pass a resolution in support of same-sex marriage on the grounds that discrimination against homosexual people leads to poor self-esteem, youth suicide and mental health problems. Following the debate, the council passed a motion of support the same evening.

Other group representatives at the DCC public forum were Margaret Clinch and Graham Kirby, who spoke on behalf of the “Kulaluk Heritage Lease Campaign Group”. However, to my knowledge, the question submitted by this group was not debated at the council meeting. Questions submitted by Lia Gill regarding dumping into mangroves along Lakeside Drive were discussed by Council at length, as were questions concerning aircraft noise. So it was disappointing that the heritage nomination of the Kulaluk Lease Area of 301ha was not mentioned, although at least eight supporters of the motion were in the public gallery.

In relation to the above, may I suggest to the Council that there is a connection between discrimination, mental health, productivity, the protection of the Kulaluk Lease Area and the on-going problems associated with homeless Aboriginal visitors to Darwin, for the following reasons:
· The Kulaluk Lease Area symbolises the first land grant made to the Larrakia people in acknowledgement of their longstanding traditional ownership and occupation of land and seas in the Darwin region.  After an eight-year long struggle for recognition, it was the first land title granted to an Aboriginal group in an urban environment in Australia. 

· The Kulaluk Lease Area has a strong and special association with the Larrakia people for spiritual, cultural and social reasons.  The area contains burial grounds and ceremonial sites which have traditionally been used by the Larrakia and other Aboriginal people.

· The Kulaluk Lease Area contains World War Two sites.

· The Kulaluk Lease Area incorporates the old Bagot Aboriginal Reserve and adjoining Retta Dixon Homes areas.

· The Kulaluk Lease Area could become a wilderness, heritage, educational, cultural and ecological park providing employment to Aboriginal people, and contributing to racial understanding through visits by Aboriginal guided school and tourist groups incorporating cultural and interpretative centres, nature trails, signage, bush pathways, mangrove walkways, wetland bird viewing platforms and static displays, all in keeping with the area's heritage values.

· The Kulaluk Lease Area provides bush settings for Aboriginal ceremonies as an “Aboriginal Church” which contributes in many ways to the spiritual, physical and mental health of Aboriginal people in Darwin, as well as mangrove and beach areas for recreational crabbing, food gathering and fishing, supervised by Aboriginal rangers.

· As an Aboriginal owned and managed wilderness area under a Land Trust, the Kulaluk Lease Area of 301ha would be a showcase of Aboriginal culture and their connection to the land, thus improving the mental health of Aboriginal people in Darwin and providing easily accessible interaction with tourists on cruise liners.

· With Darwin City Council support, the nomination of the Kulaluk Lease Area as a Heritage Site under the NT Heritage Act would improve relations between Council and Aboriginal people in Darwin. To Aboriginal people, the only policy of the Darwin City Council seems to be harass, harass, harass, or in the words of the Chief Minister Adam Giles, “Piss Off”. Imagine the effect of this on people's self-esteem!
In conclusion, I ask the Darwin City Council to support the registration of this priceless piece of urban wilderness with its historical and cultural significance to Aboriginal people and in doing so, protect the area's wide variety of ecological habitats. I urge the Council to make a late submission to the Heritage Council, following a vote of support for the heritage nomination from a full Council meeting.

Yours sincerely

Dr William B Day (Consulting Anthropologist)
